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on the side of Nagpore, and the expense of bringing up
specie by cart or camel was considerable. So any one
who could save from his pay, and wished to send money
home or to Bombay, had the exchange well in his favour,
and could add each month a certain number of rupees
to his account by watching and working the exchange.
The wily native would come round occasionally with news
of a favourable rise in the market, which might make His
Honour desirous of remitting to Bombay ? Before Temple's
time it was the joke of the place that the banker could
always command admittance to the great? even when the
gates were shut to others. And occasionally, no doubt, when
visiting an important official, the wily banker had a chance
of inserting a word or two on some other subject in which
he had an interest. The whole native world outside* at
least, firmly believed that this was the case, and hence the
man was a real power in the land. When officers* accounts
were kept with the uninteresting Bank of Bengal, this native
gentleman had less interest in, and excuse for* his constant
visits to officials.